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Purpose of Legislative Day 
 

Most active duty and veterans are aware of the numerous proposed laws that originated at the national 
level. Pay, medical, base services and many other issues are debated annually in the halls of Congress. 
However, state governments consider and pass laws each year that affect this same population.  
 
Similar to Congress, state capitols are full of lobbyists, special interest groups and regular citizens working 
to support/reject laws that impact them. Many laws are affected by the “financial pot,” from which all 
revenue is poured into and portioned out. The “pot” is finite in size and in order for one group to get a 
slightly bigger portion; someone else’s portion may shrink. Groups with interest in the legislative actions at 
the state capitol, such as educators, farmers, and builders, select one day each year in which they make a 
concentrated effort to meet with legislators on bills and funding that affects their members. While they 
may not always be successful in getting the support they want one year, they build communication links to 
address issues in future years.  
 
Since 2016, TNVET (in its informal organizational setup) has worked to bring members from all Tennessee 
veteran organizations to the Capitol to voice their concerns with legislators. Past years have seen individual 
or sometimes teams of veteran groups work the legislative process. Much is owed to their efforts. However, 
recent history and efforts in other states show that a joining of ALL veteran organizations is now needed to 
increase the odds of legislative success. Every year since 2016, several hundred veterans from across the 
state come and spend a day in February at meetings with legislators and in attendance of legislative 
committee meetings. Legislative Day is ONLY ONE PART of the effort to work the issues of our veterans. 
Weeks afterwards, groups of veterans continue to attend and speak before legislative committees on the 
veteran bills of interest/need. In 2017, these efforts were rewarded with the FULL restoration of the 
property tax exemption for 100% P&T veterans and passage of veteran-hiring preference legislation for 
private business. TNVET got four of five veteran bills passed in 2018’s effort. These results are reasons why 
you should attend.  
 

Operational Plan for February 1, 2023 
 

Dress. It will be a long day so dress comfortably. We suggest as slacks and shirt and if you wish to wear a 
suit, sports coat, or nice dress…please do so. We will be in the remodeled Cordell Hull Legislative Building. 
There is no secure area to leave briefcases, purses, coats, etc., so please take into consideration what you 
may have to carry around during your visit.  
 
Also, we want the legislators to easily recognize the veterans that come to visit. If your organization has 
outer wear such as hats, vests, name/organizational tags, or pins or if you have the baseball type hats that 
proclaim you are a veteran of a particular group, war(s) or retired Army, Marine, Navy, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, and Space Force, then wear them to this event. Legislators with past military 
backgrounds/experience encourage this. Being seen as a veteran in the halls of the Cordell Building and on 
the Capitol Tour will be just as important as talking with our elected leaders. 
 
Arrival/Check-in. We know that many of you will drive/ride some distance to attend this event. Therefore, 
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we have tried to be flexible in getting you in and on your way to visit legislators. Here is how it will 
operate: 
 
1) Arrive at the Cordell Hull Bldg. (CHB) between 7:15am - 9:00am CST on Feb 1, 2023.  
 
If you drive: We have arranged FREE parking at the Titan football (Nissan) stadium again this year. See 
Attachment 1 for a map/directions to the stadium, using Lot R - South to park in. Upon arrival at Lot R - 
South, you MUST place your parking pass on your car dash. The parking pass is on Attachment 2 of this 
package. There will be a stadium parking monitor at Lot R - South checking for the pass. From the stadium 
you will be provided FREE shuttle service to CHB for check-in, by Gray Line Tours. It may take 10-15 
minutes to shuttle you from the parking area to the entrance of CHB. Traffic is heavy going into Nashville 
in the mornings. Please take this into consideration in making your travel plans by adding 15-20 minutes to 
get to our parking via any Interstate (I-24/40/65). You may start parking at 7:00am at stadium Lot R - 
South. At approximately 7:15am the first shuttle will take you to CHB. We plan for the last morning 
parking lot shuttle to depart at approximately 8:45am and restart around 2:30pm with the last runs from 
CHB leaving around 4:00pm back to the parking lot at the stadium. 
 
For our handicapped vets that drive in.  For the first time and due to the generosity of the folks at Gray 
Line Tour Services, we will have FREE shuttle service that is handicap accessible (carries two chairs/scooters 
at a time).  We know that has stopped that affected veterans from coming in the past. 
 
If you ride with a group in a bus or van to the event:  Buses/Vans arriving in Nashville should proceed to 
and park in the same Nissan Stadium parking (Lot R- South) as the car drivers were instructed above 
(Attach 1). Riders will unload at Lot R-South and reload onto shuttle vans that are provided. We are doing 
this to cut down on the traffic using the driveway around the Capitol and enhance the security 
arrangements we have made with the Capitol Trooper Security detachment. 
 
2) In-processing.  
 
BRING SOME FORM OF PICTURE ID!!!  Your military ID or Driver’s License will do. DO NOT BRING 
WEAPONS TO THE BUILDING! Upon arrival/entering the CHB, you will go directly to the security 
checkpoint. Here are the steps to get you in-processed after getting through security:  
 
A) You will take off belts, keys, phone, anything metal and go through metal detectors. You will see a 
TNVET representative on the other side of the security walk-through that will direct you to the elevators. 
Proceed to the elevators and go to the 8th floor. On the 8th floor, look for the TNVET representative that 
will direct you to Conference Room C. In Conf. Rm C you will receive an information slip with your 
meetings, lunch, etc. The information slip is built on data you provided when registering. This information 
slip is also your lunch ticket, which will be required to be shown/punched to eat. NO SLIP = NO LUNCH!!! 
 
B) After in-processing, you will have some free time to sit, get coffee, snack, and catch your breath in or 
around Conference. Rm C. The first legislator briefings/meetings/visits will start by 9/9:30am.  
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C) IF YOU NEED HELP OR INFO DURING THE DAY. There will be TNVET team members in 
Conference Rm 8C and 8D until 2:00pm. Volunteers will have TNVET name tags. 
 
3) Legislator Scheduling 
 
A) If you registered for this event, we have researched and identified your State Senator and 
Representative. If there is a group of you (12 or more) from the same legislative districts we will try to 
provide a time and location for a group conference meeting with these legislators. IF THE LEGISLATOR(S) 
ON YOUR SLIP DO NOT COME TO THE GROUP MEETING, GO TO THEIR OFFICE AND VISIT. If 
there are 11 or less veterans from a district, we will direct you to the legislators’ office to individually visit 
and talk. Be aware that legislator schedules can change at the last minute, and they may not be able to 
make the meeting we have set up. We already know that some legislators will be a few minutes late, some 
will have to leave early, and some have other meetings scheduled, but hope to slip away for a few minutes 
for our meetings. In cases where the legislator is unable to make the group meeting, the information we 
provide you at in-processing lists the room numbers of your particular elected officials. You should go 
sometime during the day to his/her office and drop-in. See if your legislator is in and available for a 
handshake and request their support of the veteran bills we have provided. If your legislator is not 
available, talk with the legislative assistant in the office and leave a message that you dropped by from their 
district while at Veterans’ Day on The Hill and that you ask for their support of the bills we have provided. 
The legislators have told us, if they miss the meeting, DO stop by their offices, as they or their staff will be 
very pleased to meet you. Take photos of your visit with legislators. 
 
B) There are sub-committee or committee conferences taking place throughout the day during your visit 
and you are encouraged to sit in and observe any of them. The committee conference rooms are all located 
on the 1st floor. Here is the website that lists the legislative meetings that are currently scheduled for Feb 1, 
2023. It is subject to change at any time:   
 
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/schedule/ 
 
A number of committee meetings are scheduled every day. It is possible that a committee meeting could be 
talking about veteran or military issues. Being seen at any of these meetings lets legislators know you are 
“in the house” and observing the process. Veterans sitting in and watching these meetings can have a very 
influential effect. You are welcome to sit in on ANY committee meeting for any length of time. 
 
4) Legislator-Veteran Meetings 
 
The whole purpose of “Veterans Day on The Hill” is to allow you to meet your House and Senate member 
and ask him/her for support on veteran bills that are being sponsored by TNVET this legislative session. 
Those veteran organizations, that have joined and established representation on the TNVET Board, brought 
forth legislative ideas from within their organizational membership. The four legislative agenda items that 
are being submitted for the 2023 session were unanimously approved at the TNVET Board meeting held in 
October 2022. You will find information on these bills in Attachment 3 of this packet. You can find 
additional information and knowledge resources on our website at: https://tnvet.org/legislative-
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success/2023-legislation/.  Please study these bills and the associated information provided. Legislators will 
get a copy of the bills and should be prepared to answer any questions you have or get back to you if 
additional research is needed for an answer. 
 
Meetings will start by 9/9:30am. Check the meeting information provided to you at in-processing. Group 
meetings are set up by senate district with 12 or more veterans attending. Thus, all veterans living within a 
particular senate district will all attend the same meeting. Your house representative and any other 
representatives whose districts fall within your senator’s district may be scheduled for that same meeting. 
So, the meeting you attend will have your senator and likely several house members in attendance; one of 
which should be your house representative. It is possible, due to how house district boundaries are drawn, 
that you may have to attend two meetings to meet both your senator and house member. You can sit in on 
other legislative district meetings if you like. NOT ALL LEGISLATORS MAY HAVE VETERANS 
VISITING FROM THEIR DISTRICTS. WE WILL NEED YOU TO VISIT AND DELIVER BILL INFO 
SHEETS TO LEGISLATORS WHO DO NOT HAVE VETERANS IN ATTENDANCE. 
 
As regular legislative business is taking place that day there may be an additional group or two visiting the 
legislature for political purposes. Some legislators may be pressed for time and unable to make the meeting 
we scheduled. Usually in these instances the legislator may send a representative (staffer) from their office 
to attend. These staffers are the “eyes and ears” of the legislator. They have good information and are 
excellent at being a conduit for communications. So, if your legislator is unable to attend a meeting due to 
circumstances beyond his/her control, be assured you are in good hands with their legislative staffer. 
 
Any scheduled meetings will be NO longer than 20 minutes with 5 minutes allowed between meetings for 
people to leave and enter the room for the next legislative meeting. Remember we have many meetings to 
conduct on a limited timeline. If you want to talk more with your legislator, please do so outside the 
meeting room or at their office. 
 
5) Lunch. A FREE Lunch will be served in the CHB, on the 8th floor, in Conference Center Room D (see 
attach 4), from 11:00am – 12:30pm. Remember your information slip for lunch! During lunch we may have 
dignitaries/legislators stop by and visit with veterans. Feel free to talk about the veteran bills or any other 
topics of legislative interest to you. This will be “free” time to just get to talk and know the legislators that 
may join us. 
 
We make the following request to you at in-processing. Lunch, shuttle service and parking could easily cost 
thousands of dollars. Due to the TNVET planning efforts and to the willingness and generosity of so many, 
we have been able to get many services and help free or at a reduced rate. We ask that you please donate 
two dollars to supplement these costs and allow for appreciation tips to the servers who bring the food, 
setup, tear down and serve you. None of these organizations asked for this, we just think it is the right 
thing to do. 
 
6) Other Activities. We may have one guided tour of the Capitol (very popular as we have run into the 
governor). Signing up is part of your registration. A tour will take approximately 60 minutes to conduct. 
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You are free to look about the Cordell Hull Building, attend legislative meetings (see 3b above) at your 
convenience or wander back to the Capitol after your tour to look about some more. 
 
FOR THOSE TAKING THE TOUR: 
 

Capitol tour veterans must meet on the ground floor level of the Cordell Hull Bldg., 15 minutes before 
the scheduled tour time (see attach 4). Example, if the tour is 9am, be at the ground floor by 8:45am. 
We leave at 8:45am! It will take us about 15 minutes to walk the underground tunnel to the Capitol, get 
on elevators and meet our guide. Tour time will be provided at in-processing. 

 
7) Departure. Most, if not all, legislative/veteran meetings and tours will be finished no later than 2:30pm. 
Shuttle back to Titan Stadium parking will be available from 2:30pm to approximately 4:00pm. You must be 
at the pickup area (the same place you came in at on the 2nd floor of the CHB) between 2:15pm and 3:45pm. 
The shuttle will load and return until no one is left waiting at this entrance. 
 
8) Tips for personal visits with elected officials 
 
A. If the legislator is unavailable, you will meet with the staffer. Sometimes meeting with a staffer is almost 
as good as meeting with a legislator. (We can vouch that these staffers are excellent) 
 
B. Be courteous but do not apologize for expressing your viewpoint in a thoughtful manner. You have a 
right to meet and try to influence your elected officials and other government officials. 
 
C. Remember you are building a relationship as a representative for our veterans. Unless you really are a 
close friend, introduce yourself every time you meet and when possible, wear group identification.  
 
D. If you already know the elected official or at least have met them, make sure you tell them and remind 
them of how you know them. 
 
E. Tell them if you are a constituent.  
 
F. We will have a TNVET spokesperson(s) to facilitate group meetings to keep things moving. The 
spokesperson will get introductions started, provide a handout sheet to legislators on bills of interest, and 
open the discussions for all to join in. The spokesperson will stop the meeting after 20 minutes, if needed. 
 
8. Provide short, clear information --not jargon or technical terms! Best points only, written, and oral. 
STAY ON SUBJECT! 
 
9. Do not threaten, burn bridges, attack the legislator for his/her record, or disparage government or 
politics. (PLEASE READ AND HEED THIS). The legislator that may not agree with you this year may be 
your strongest supporter next year. The legislature meets every year and there will be future “Veterans Day 
on The Hill” meetings and you want to leave each in a cordial working atmosphere. 
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10. Ask for a vote (or general support if that is more appropriate) for your/our position. But remember it is 
legitimate for elected officials to reserve judgment on a bill until they have had time to consider. 
 
11. Thank the legislator for meeting with you and follow oral thanks with a written note or email. 
 
 
 
 

Legislative Bills 
The Reason for Your Visit 

 
1) The bills you will need to review and be prepared to discuss with your legislative representative are 

in Attachment 3 of this packet and at https://tnvet.org/legislative-success/2023-legislation/ .  
2) You will ask your legislator for his/her support on these bills. TNVET met with representatives of 

the member veteran organizations last summer to develop these. 
3) We will provide a copy of the bills to you to deliver to the legislators. 
4) If your legislator misses the scheduled group meeting, or if you have been scheduled a meeting by 

yourself (due to you may be the only constituent from that district), you will take a copy (we will 
provide you one) to the legislator’s office when you stop by to visit in person. 

5) Relax and be friendly. There are many new legislators, and they want to put their best foot forward 
for you. 

6) If you visit a legislator by yourself, for one of the reasons we have previously listed, be aware of the 
time. Do not run over or stay too long. 

7) When you get back home and your legislator has a community meeting, try to attend. Visit and 
remind him that you were at Veterans Day on The Hill and met him/her. This reinforces a 
legislator-constituent bond when you have taken time to come to Nashville/Capitol and discuss 
items of need and interest to veterans and the state. 
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Attachment 1 

Car/Bus/Van Parking Lot R-South Map 
 

 
 

 
 

Your parking permit should be placed on the dash of your car so security will know you are there for 
Veterans Day On The Hill. 

For the Google Map view load the following website address in your broswer to aid you in finding the 
streets, exits, and stadium/parking layout (Google maps – Nissan Stadium) 

 
https://www.google.com/maps/@36.1644144,-86.7683923,18z 

 
(on Google Maps this parking lot entrance is addressed as - 408 S 1st St Nashville, TN 37213) 
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Satellite View 
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Attachment 2 – Parking Pass – PLACE ON DASH OF YOUR CAR 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Nissan Stadium Parking  
Tennessee Veterans 

Lot R-South  
February 1, 2023 

 
Approved by: 
Dinah Wells 
615-210-4129 
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Attachment 3 - 2022 Tennessee Veteran Legislative Bills    
                                

1. Electronic Voting for Active Duty 
 

Legislation to allow a pilot program to test electronic voting for deployed active duty (includes National Guard 
and Reserves) service members and families. This has been a two-year effort already. A very productive 
meeting was held with representatives of the TN Secretary of State, Sen. Bill Powers, Director for the 
Montgomery County Election Commission, and representatives of TNVET on Sept 12, 2022, in Clarksville, TN. 

The ultimate goal is to authorize Montgomery County TN to install and test an electronic, absentee voting 
system for U.S. military and overseas civilians. The system must receive approval for its security measures by 
the federal government and is in accordance with the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act 
of 1986 and Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act (“MOVE Act”), Subtitle H – Military Voting, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010, PUBLIC LAW 111–84—OCT. 28, 2009 
The electronic absentee request for ballot and submission of completed ballot would still require an electronic 
handwritten signature that would be compared to that on file. This may require amendment of TCA 2-6-202 
for the purposes of the test. Any penalties for falsehoods or other deliberate acts inconsistent with state law 
would apply to the electronic voting process. 

The electronic absentee ballot would require a paper copy backup that would be downloaded, printed, and 
scanned in accordance with regular paper absentee ballots. The appropriate sections of TCA would reflect that 
requirement. 

2. Medical Cannabis 
 

This is a continuation of an effort that started for TNVET in the 2022 legislative session. This legislation to 
allow the medical prescribing and usage. Studies report that medical cannabis has possible benefit for several 
conditions often experienced by veterans due to their military duty. 

A review of past state legislation that attempted to legalize medical use of cannabis is underway to either 
update a past proposal(s) or write a totally new bill using information/ideas from past legislation and/or that is 
written in other states that have approved medical cannabis use. Almost all of the states that surround 
Tennessee have already approved such use or are in the process of doing so. There is also federal legislation in 
the works that would allow the states to press ahead with such efforts without any federal interference. A 
total of 39 states allow medical cannabis usage. There is growing evidence that such usage may help with a 
number of medical issues being experienced by military veterans. The veterans of Tennessee should have the 
same medical treatment and access as their fellow veterans have in surrounding states. Only two states that 
touch Tennessee do not have full medical cannabis utilization laws (although inroads are being 
worked)……North Carolina and Georgia. 
 

3. Restoration of the 2nd free auto license plate for 100% disabled veterans 
 
What had been available to qualified veterans for years, the second free plate was removed in the 2014 
legislative session. Veterans who qualified for the current one free plate would be restored the privilege to 
automatically qualify for a free second plate, if needed. 
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4. Identify and Implement processes/procedures that document what the state is accomplishing in 
hiring qualified veterans within its departments. 
 

The State of Tennessee provides hiring preferences to qualified veterans that apply. What has come to light is 
there is no tracking to see what numbers of veterans are submitting a state job application, how many 
qualified for jobs and how many were actually selected. Evidence of issues/problems can be found in the 
“Supporting Document” section below. 
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Attachment 4 – Cordell Hull Bldg. Layout 
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